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Introduction

Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland requires the Planning Commission to prepare an
annual report which summarizes planning and development activity, analyzes its consistency
with the Master Plan, and looks ahead to future planning issues.

The Brunswick Planning Commission was first established in 1963. The early Planning
Commission members helped to prepate the City’s first Master Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and
Subdivision Regulations, which were adopted in 1967. The purpose of the Commission is to
work to implement the Master Plan through the application of the Zoning Ordinance and
Subdivision Regulations in development decisions, and to advise the Mayor and Council on a
wide variety of matters relating to the physical development of the City, such as rezoning
requests, annexations, and facilities planning. In 1998, the Planning Commission completed a
comprehensive review and revision of the Brunswick Zoning Ordinance and began review of the
City Subdivision Regulations, which was completed in 2000. The Design Manual for Public
Improvements was approved by the Mayor and Council in 2000.

In 1999, the Mayor and Council of Brunswick established the Code Enforcement Specialist
position under the supervision of the City Administrator to assist the City Planning and Zoning
Administrator with Zoning Enforcement. The duties of the Code Enforcement Specialist are to
enforce nuisance codes established in the City Code of Ordinances as well as enforce the Zoning
Ordinance. Because of workload, the Zoning Enforcement Assistance is limited to site
investigations and issuance of citations.

While the City administers the Subdivision Regulations and Zoning Ordinance, the authority for
Building Permits & Inspection, Sediment & Erosion Control, Stormwater Management, Fiood
Plain Ordinance Administration & Enforcement, and Forest Resource Ordinance has been
delegated to Frederick County. The City Planning and Zoning Office processes Zoning
Certificates and development applications and is the local coordination agency for the delegated
authority items. All Building Permits are reviewed and approved by Frederick County after
issuance of the Zoning Certificate by the City.

Since the approval of the 1998 Frederick County Brunswick Region Plan, growth has steadily
increased in the City. This has resulted in the necessity to expand the responsibilities of the City
Planning and Zoning Office to include Public Works Administration and Water & Sewer
Administration related to development. In 2004, the Planning and Zoning Office began
processing Temporary Dumpster Permits for dumpsters located on public areas, and Right-of-
Way Obstruction Permits as part of the Public Works Administration provided by the Planning
and Zoning Staff.

Also, due to problems associated with applicant compliance with City Requirements, the
Planning and Zoning Office began issuing Use and Occupancy Permits for new and renovated
building construction. This entailed receipt of the U&O Permit from County Permits &
Inspection, processing, City Agency coordination, and inspection of the projects for final
approval and issuance of the U&O Permit. Additionally, the Planning and Zoning Staff began
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providing routing and approval services for the City of Building Permit Applications through the
Frederick County Permitting System in 2005.

Over the past two years, Planning and Zoning responsibilities for Public Works Administrative
submissions have decreased due to personnel restructuring during the 2005, 20606, and 2007
Calendar Years. These changes include: Public Improvement/Construction Plans Administrative
Approval Process, the addition of a position of a Public Works Administrative Coordinator, and
the assignment of the Temporary Dumpster Permits process to the City Code Enforcement
Officer.

The Public Improvement/Construction Plans Administrative Approval Process allows for certain
types of plans to be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works and the City Engineer with
the occasional concurrence of the Superintendent of Water and the Superintendent of Wastewater
if Water or Wastewater Infrastructure are involved. These types of plans typically are related to,
the construction of Public Infrastructure where there is not a Subdivision or Site Plan Submission
necessary for Planning Commission Approval. This process was approved in 2005 and Public
Works took over the administration at that time, therefore these types of items are no longer
reported.

In surnmary, the City has expanded its Public Works Department to include the position of the
Public Works Administrative Coordinator, which was filled in November of 2006. This position
is responsible for Public Works related submissions, processing Entrance Permits, Right-of-Way
Obstruction Permits, Public Works Agreements and associated Guarantees, and Deeds of
Easement which were previously processed by the Planning and Zoning Staff. With these items
assigned to Public Works Staff, they will not be included in future reports except where Planning
Commission review of the items is required by the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision
Regulations.
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Population Growth

The estimated population for the City of Brunswick as of December 31, 2007, was 6,153
persons. This figure is based on the following formula:

6,123 (2006 population estimate as of December 31, 2006 (see 2006 City of
Brunswick Annual Planning Report for more information))

+{(11X2.7= 297 (number of Use & Occupancy permits issued by the City of
Brunswick for new residential units in 2007 X County’s estimated
occupancy rate of 2.7 persons per unit)

6,152.7 (2007 estimated population for the City of Brunswick)
This represents a 0.5% increase from the 2006 estimated population.

Zoning Certificate Activity

Total zoning certificates granted for 2007 were one hundred seventy-two (172), which includes
three (3) submissions for revision to previously issued zoning certificates. Of the 172 zoning
certificates granted, seven (7) were for new residential units, all were for infill lots. (See Table 1
for details.)

Subdivision Activity

One Addition Plat pending from 2005 was processed and approved. Three (3) Addition Plats
were filed in 2006, with one (1) Addition Plat pending action at the end of the year. One (1)
Preliminary Plat was filed and was pending action at the end of the year. One (1) Residential
Cluster Concept Plan was filed. One (1) Outlot Plat was filed and one (1) Dedication Plat was
filed. The Dedication Plat was pending action at the end of the year (See Table 2 for details.)

Site Plan Activity

Three (3) Site Plans were pending from 2005 with one (1) remaining pending at the end of 2006.
Five (5) Site Plans were filed in 2006. All five (5) of the Site Plans were pending action at the
end of the year. (See Table 3 for details.)

Improvement Plan Activity

Four (4) Improvement Plans were filed for Planning Commission action in 2007 and approved.
One (1) Improvement Plan was still pending from 2006 (See Table 4 for details.)

Use & Occupancy Permit Activity

Eleven (11) U&O Permits were issued in 2007. (See Table 5 for details.)
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Zoning Ordinance Map Amendments

There was one (1) Zoning Map Amendment. (See Table 6 for details.)

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments

There were thirteen (13) for Zoning Ordinance Amendments, of which seven were Vetoed. (See
Table 6 for details.)

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance

There were no APFO Amendments. (See Table 6 for details.)
Master Plan

A new Master Plan was made effective in March. No Amendments have been made to the new
Master Plan (See Table 6 for details.)

Subdivision Regulations

There were no Subdivision Regulations Amendments. (See Table 6 for details.)

Text Amendments

There were no Text Amendments (See Table 6 for details.)

Annexation

There was one (1) Annexation Request that was submitted on September 11, 2007, and has
begun the Annexation Process. The Petition calls for a property located at TM 92 Parcel 90 to be
annexed into the City’s Boundary. The development potential for this Annexation is
approximately a minimum of 350 units and a maximum of 500 units, with an expected target of

395 units. As a result the target of 395 housing units will create a density of 3.5 dwelling units
per acre to comply with the Smart Growth Threshold.

Concurrently with the Annexation Request a Charter Boundary Amendment was filed to De-

Annex a portion of the City to eliminate an enclave that the proposed Annexation would create.
This area is currently open with no development potential in the City.

Board of Appeals Activity
One (1) Variance Request was processed in 2006. (See Table 7 for details.)

Guidelines/Policy/Procedure Activity
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Staff drafted and processed for approval one (1) document in 2007. One (1) was approved by the
Planning Commission only. (See Table 8 for details.)

Recommendations for Future Planning Projects

The Planning Commission did not recommend any Planning projects for the City to consider.
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